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PETROLEUM AND ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Assembly’s Amendments 
Amendments made by the Assembly now considered. 

Committee 
The Chairman of Committees (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm) in the chair; Hon Norman Moore (Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum) in charge of the bill. 

The amendments made by the Assembly were as follows — 

No 1 

Clause 61. 

Page 46, line 22 to page 47, line 3 — To delete the lines. 

No 2 

Clause 169. 

Page 129, lines 6 to 16 — To delete the lines. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I move — 

That amendment 1 made by the Assembly be agreed to. 

By way of explanation, when the house considered the Petroleum and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 
a little while ago, it agreed to two amendments. I will speak to these amendments collectively because they both 
relate to the same issue. The house agreed to some recommendations made by the Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review. The two amendments agreed to were about the requirement for 
companies holding retention leases to be evaluated more than once. The current law provides that companies can 
be evaluated twice during a five-year retention lease period. The intention of the original bill that came to this 
place was to reduce that to “once”. The committee recommended that “twice” be retained and the government 
agreed with that. Therefore, this place deleted two clauses: 30 and 97. Both clauses related to the same issue, but 
to two different acts. The government agreed to the deletion of those two clauses and the house passed the bill. 
The bill was sent to the Assembly for its consideration. However, it was not noted until after the third reading in 
this place that two consequential amendments to those amendments were required. The two consequential 
amendments relate to clause 61 and clause 169. 

In clause 61, clause 3 of proposed schedule 2, which we seek to delete, is in fact a transitional provision that 
related to the continuation of clause 30, which is the provision we deleted. It actually says, “If, before the 
commencement of section 30 of the amending act”, certain things happen. We have taken out clause 30 by way 
of amendment, so this is no longer required and therefore should be deleted. 

The same applies to the other amendment, if I may be so bold as to talk about that at the same time because it 
relates to the same issue. It is clause 169, clause 3 of proposed schedule 3, “Section 38H (conditions of lease)”, 
which states “If, before the commencement of section 97 of the amending act”, certain things happen. Clause 97 
was taken out by this place when we amended it subject to the recommendations of the uniform legislation and 
statutes review standing committee. Therefore, these two clauses are no longer relevant because the two clauses 
that they relate to have been removed from the bill. In a sense, it is a technicality; it is a drafting issue drawn to 
our attention by parliamentary counsel, and so the government seeks to make those two amendments to the act to 
reflect the fact that this place amended the bill when it was here before.  

Hon JON FORD: I thank the minister for that explanation, if I have the right gist of it. I read an explanation in 
another conversation that did not actually explain the situation as well as the minister has, so that is good. In 
short, we are now facilitating a consequential amendment to the good work this place did.  

Hon Norman Moore: Absolutely, and the chair of the committee.  

Hon JON FORD: The opposition supports the amendment.  

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: I would like to thank the Minister for Mines and Petroleum for his explanation. It 
clarified things precisely. Like the honourable member in front of me, the Greens (WA) will support the 
amendments.  

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s amendment agreed to. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I move — 

That amendment 2 made by the Assembly be agreed to.  
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I have explained the reasons behind that. This relates to the other act that was in the bill.  

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s amendment agreed to. 

Report 
Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Assembly. 
 


